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cellent talking-point. The withdrawal of the Campbell
prosecution and the proposed Russian Treaty were other
matters which village electors were asked to consider,
and, without having read a single line about either, were
expected to denounce with indignation. Curtis made
great play with both points in the usual vein of a candidate
who has every confidence of victory. The usual allega-
tions were made that he was standing for Parliament in
order to better himself, and he made the usual capital
out of them by a vigorous and indignant denial; he
had a perfect platform manner and a ready wit. For the
200 meetings that he addressed shortly before polling
day, when he drove from village to village throughout
the evening, he had three speeches in readiness, the sub-
ject of considerable chaff from his family. And he used
his daughter's idea for an election poster that became very
familiar. Chelmsford Radio Station was then called 5 XX,
Curtis had hundreds of posters made with the inscription :
" 5XX CALLS 4G-B."

He noted with interest in his press-cuttings how the
press of opposing interests can deal with one subject.
A photograph was taken of Curtis, looking very pros-
perous in a huge overcoat, talking to a poorly-dressed
road-sweeper. The Daily Mail headed it: " Sir Henry
solicits the support of a roadman." The Daily Herald
ran the caption: cc Thoroughly comfortable; will you
vote to keep me thoroughly comfortable while you keep
your old hat and old boots and go on sweeping the
roads ? "

But it was a clean fight, and Curtis loved it. He was
proud of one peroration that he kept fof the final day's